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The Awards

1st Prize - $1000 Gold Medal Award
Sponsored by Dennis Carey & Bruce Taylor

2nd Prize - $800 Silver Medal Award
Set of parts to Mozart’s 10 Celebrated Quartets
Sponsored by TCF financial Corporation

3rd Prize - $600 Bronze Medal Award
Set of parts to Mendelssohn’s Op.12 Quartets
Sponsored by the James & Perry Leger family

Joseph Haydn Prize - $400
Set of parts to Haydn’s Op.76 Quartets
Sponsored by John Waddle Violins

A special Audience Prize of $200
Sponsored by the Artaria String Quartet

Set of parts and a score to Beethoven Quartets Opp. 59, 74, 95

2017 SPSQC Finalists
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photo by Vicki Blazing

HAYDN ROUND PROGRAM

1:00pm Welcome from Master of Ceremonies
Performances begin at 1:05pm

¥ KAIROS STRING QUARTET ¥
Quartet in G major, Op.77 No.I - IV Finale: Presto

¥ KOBUKI QUARTET ¥
Quartet in C major, Op.76 No.3 “Emperor - . Allegro

Y BEAR QUARTET ¥
Quartet in C major, Op.76 No.3 “Emperor - II. Poco adagio, cantabile

¥ CALLISTO QUARTET ¥
Quartet in F minor, Op.20 No.5 - 1. Allegro moderato

¥ GENEVA STRING QUARTET V
Quartet in D major, Op.76 No.5 “Largo” - IV, Finale. Presto

¥ DAJ] QUARTET ¥
Quartet in D minor, Op.76 No.2 “fifths” - IV. Finale. Allegro ma non troppo

¥ DYSANIA QUARTET V
Quartet in D major, Op.20 No.4 - IV, Presto scherzando

Winner of the Haydn Round will be announced at the Awards Ceremony
which follows immediately after the Final Round.
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FINAL ROUND PROGRAM

2:00pm Welcome from Master of Ceremonies

2:20pm KAIROS STRING QUARTET »pr»

Mendelssohn: Quartet in f minor Op.80 - I. Allegro vivace assai
Ginastera: Quartet No.1, Op.20 - I. Allegro violento ed agitato

<444« KOBUKI QUARTET 2:36pm
Beethoven: Quartet Op. 74, No. 10 “Harp” - I. Poco Adagio-Allegro
Prokofiev: Quartet No. 2 in F Major - III. Allegro

3:00pm BEAR QUARTET »pp»
Mendelssohn: Quartet a minor Op.13 - 1. Adagio - Allegro
Shostakovich: Quartet No.8, Op.110 - II. Allegro molto

<444« CALLISTO QUARTET 3:14pm

Ravel: Quartet in F major - 1. Allegro moderato Tres doux
Bartok: Quartet No.2, Op.17 - 1. Allegro

PAUSE (5 mins)
3:35pm GENEVA STRING QUARTET »rp»

Mendlessohn: Quartet in f minor Op.80 - 1. Allegro vivace assai
Caroline Shaw: Entracte

<<4<4< DAJ] QUARTET 3:56pm

Beethoven: Quartet in f minor Op.95 “Serioso” - IV. Largetto-Allegretto
Shostakovich: Quartet No.10, Op.118 - II. Allegretto furioso

4:10pm DYSANIA QUARTET »prr»
Beethoven: Quartet in D major Op.18/3 - II. Allegro con moto

Britten: Quartet No.2 - II. Vivace

Jury selects Final Round Prizewinners AND audience Prize votes tallied
All Awards Presented




18

KAIROS QUARTE

-t

Joshua Brown, violin/viola (Gurnee, IL)
Julian Rhee, violin/viola (Brookfield, WI)
Thompson Wang, violin (Glenview, IL)
Lydia Rhea, cello (Fishers, IN)

The Kairos String Quartet, coached by Rodolfo Vieira, is comprised of Joshua Brown (violin/viola),
Julian Rhee (violin/viola), Thompson Wang (violin), and Lydia Rhea (cello). “Kairos”, the decisive time
for opportunity and action, captures the essence of ambition and boldness found in these four young
artists. Joshua, Julian, and Thompson all study violin with Almita and Roland Vamos, while Lydia studies
cello with Hans Jensen, and all four students are scholarship recipient Fellows at the Music Institute of
Chicago Academy, a pre-college training program for gifted musicians. As solo and chamber musicians,
they have been top prize winners in local, national and international competitions, and the experience
between them includes performances at prestigious venues around the world, as well as appearances on
both television and radio. Joshua is a recipient of the Stradivari Society of Chicago, has won top prizes
at multiple international competitions, and has performed with dozens of orchestras, including both
the Cleveland Otchestra and the Chicago Civic Orchestra. Julian is the first prize winner of the 2018
Johansen International Competition, a finalist winner of the National YoungArts Foundation, and a U.S.
Presidential Scholar candidate. Thompson, a recipient of the ChiMei Culture Foundation, has performed
as a soloist with the Civic Orchestra of Chicago and the San Fernando Valley Symphony, among others,
and has appeared in tours across Europe and North America. Lydia has performed as a soloist with the
Indianapolis and Muncie Symphony Orchestras and the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, among others, and has
been featured on WEMT’s Introductions. The Kairos Quartet brings these young musicians together from
across the US. - Joshua is from Illinois, Julian comes from Wisconsin, Thompson comes from California,
and Lydia is from Indiana. While newly formed this year, the Kairos Quartet has already been featured in
a live broadcast of WEFMT’s Introductions, won First Prize at the Rembrandt Chamber Players Chamber
Music Competition, and was named the Rembrandt Young Artists for 2018.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in G major, Op.77 No.1 - IV. Finale: Presto
Mendelssohn: Quartet in f minor Op.80 - I. Allegro vivace assai
Ginastera: Quartet No.1, Op.20 - I. Allegro violento ed agitato

Joshua Brown received glowing reviews for his debut performance with the Cleveland Orchestra at the age of fifteen
including “stunning,” “brilliantly played” and “spellbinding.” Joshua has gone on to play with dozens of orchestras
(including Chicago Civic Orchestra, Chicago Metropolitan Symphony, Oistrakh Symphony Orchestra, Rockford
Symphony Orchestra, Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra, ProMusica Chamber Orchestra, and Champaign-Urbana
Symphony Orchestra) for which he has garnered continued praise from critics. He has performed in concert halls
on three continents, including Carnegie Hall, Kennedy Center, Chicago’s Symphony Center, and Katz State Concert
Hall in Novosibirsk, Russia, and has appeared on NPR’s From the Top and WEMT’s Introductions. Currently a
recipient of the Stradivati Society of Chicago, Joshua plays on a 1679 Pietro Guarneri violin from Cremona. He
has received top prizes in numerous international competitions, including Cooper International Violin Competition,
International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians in Russia, Stradivarius International Violin Competition,
and ENKOR International Music Competition. He was a National Young Arts Winner in both 2016 and 2017, and
was recently named a 2018 Yamaha Young Performing Artist. He studies violin with Almita and Roland Vamos at
the Music Institute of Chicago’s Academy as the Alexandra C. and John D. Nichols Fellow.

Julian Rhee , 17, is the First Prize winner of the 2018 Johansen International String Competition, held in Wash-
ington D.C. In addition, he has advanced to the semifinals of the prestigious Irving M. Klein International String
Competition, and will be competing in San Francisco this June. Julian was also a Silver Medal recipient and a Finalist
Winner of the 2018 National YoungArts Foundation. An avid soloist, Julian made his debut with the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra at age 15 in Heinz Hall. He performed the Brahms Concerto as a guest soloist on a 10 day
Tour in Buenos Aires, Argentina and Montevideo, Uruguay. Julian was also a featured performer on NPR’s From
the Top with Host Christopher O’ Riley, where he collaborated with internationally

renowned ensemble Time for Three at Jordan Hall. As the First Prize Winner of their respective competitions, Julian
has performed with the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, Madison Symphony, Milwaukee Symphony, Menomonee
Falls, Chippewa Valley, Fox Valley, and West Suburban Orchestras. Julian is the Class President at Brookfield East
High School and was nominated as a 2018 United States Presidential Scholar candidate. He is a scholarship Fellow
at the Music Institute of Chicago Academy and studies with Almita Vamos.

Thompson Wang, age 18, is currently a scholarship fellow at the Academy of the Music Institute of Chicago,
studying violin with Almita Vamos and Roland Vamos. During the summer of 2012, he started attending the
Colburn School in Los Angeles, and studied with Sam Fischer. Thompson was recently chosen as a finalist in the
Crain-Maling CSO Young Artists Competition. He has also won first place in numerous competitions, including the
Wiestside Concerto Competition, JCM Concerto Competition, SYMFE, CSA Sinfonia Concerto Competition, ASTA
Southern California Finals, and the San Fernando Valley Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition. Thompson
has gotten the opportunity to petform in prestigious halls such as the Walt Disney Concert Hall, Chicago Sym-
phony Center, Segerstrom Hall in the Segerstrom Center for the Arts, Zipper Hall, and The Eli and Edythe Broad
Stage. Thompson has also had the opportunity to solo with orchestras such as the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, San
Fernando Valley Orchestra, the Santa Monica College Symphony and the Orange County Symphony. Thompson
has been a consistent participant in the Montecito International Music Festival, Idyllwild Arts Chamberfest, and
the Brian Lewis Young Artists Program. Thompson currently plays on a 1974 Ansaldo Poggi generously loaned
by the Chi-Mei Cultural Foundation.

Cellist Lydia Rhea, 18, is a scholarship recipient Fellow at the Music Institute of Chicago Academy, a training center
for gifted pre-college musicians. Lydia studies with artist faculty member Hans Jorgen Jensen. Her previous teach-
ers include Dr. Kurt Fowler and Susan Moses. Lydia has soloed with several orchestras, including the Indianapolis
Symphony Orchestra, the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, the Muncie Symphony Orchestra, the Carmel Symphony
Orchestra, and the New World Youth Orchestra. In addition to solo performances, Lydia is an avid chamber musi-
cian. As a member of the Invictus Piano Quartet, Lydia received third prize at the 2017 M-Prize Chamber Arts
Competition at the University of Michigan in the Junior Strings division, and second prize at the 2017 A.N and
Pearl G. Barnett Chamber Music Competition. The Invictus Quartet was also a featured performer on the Pilgtim
Chamber Players “Stars of Tomorrow” concert series. In 2016, Lydia appeared on WEMT’s Introductions program
as a member of the Akros Piano Trio. In the summers of 2016 and 2017, Lydia attended the Heifetz International
Music Institute. Previously, she spent two summers at the Meadowmount School of Music. She plays on a cello
made by Lawrence Wilke in 2008.
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QUARTET KOBUKI

Andria Radalos, violin (Glenview, IL)
Ariel Chah, violin (Vernon Hills, IL)
Natalie Clarke, viola (Vernon Hills, IL)
Ezra Escobar, cello (Evanston, IL)

Quartet Kobuki formed in the fall of 2017 and they consist of violin-
ists Andria Radios, Ariel Chah, violist Natalie Clarke, and cellist Ezra
Escobar. They are in the intensive chamber program through Midwest
Young Artists Conservatory and are coached by Mr. Robert Bassil.
They enjoy performing in soirées, playing in gigs, and volunteering by
performing at nursing homes.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in C major, Op.76 No.3 “Emperor - L Allegro
Beethoven: Quartet Op. 74, No. 10 “Harp” - I. Poco Adagio-Allegro
Prokofiev: Quartet No. 2 in F Major - III. Allegro

Andria Radaios is a senior at Glenbrook South High School. She studies with Chicago
Symphony violinist, Michaela lonescu, now for fourteen years and is a part of the
Midwest Young Artists Conservatory for seven years. She is associate concertmaster
of the Symphony Orchestra and participates in an intensive chamber music ensemble
and the I'Solisti Chamber Otrchestra. She has also attended the Interlochen Arts
Camp for five years over the summer. She is committed to the University of Illinois
and will be studying biology on a pre dental track.

Ariel Chah is a senior at Vernon Hills High School and is planning to complete her
undergraduate studies at University of Illinois at Chicago. She has played violin for
14 years studying under Davis King, Hye-Sun Lee, and Betty Haag Kunkhe. Ariel also
played piano for 8 years under Bo-Young Park. She has been a member of Midwest
Young Artists Conservatory (MYAC) for 6 years. Through MYAC, she has partici-
pated in programs such as I’Solisti directed by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s
former principal violist Chatles Pikler, and has mentored children through Young
Mentor Scholars.

Natalie Clarke is a senior at Lake Forest Academy. She currently studies viola with Ms.
Christine Due. She has been a member of Midwest Young Artists Conservatory for
twelve years and is currently the principal violist in MYAC’s Symphony Orchestra.
She is also in their Intensive Chamber program and I’Solisti Chamber Orchestra.
She has been recognized at the Walgreens and DePaul Concerto Competitions. She
has recently attended the Bowdoin Music Festival in Maine and has toured Ireland,
Scotland, France and Netherlands with the MYAC orchestra. She also enjoys vol-
unteering weekly at the Young Music Scholars program through MYAC mentoring
young viola students.

Ezra Escobar (18, student of Dr. Tanya Carey) has won honors in the DePaul Con-
certo Pestival, the Walgreens National Concerto Competition, the West Suburban
Symphony Youth Solo Competition, and the Chinese Fine Arts Society Music Festival
in Honor of Confucius, among others. He has appeared as a guest soloist with the
Oistrakh Symphony of Chicago and the Lake Forest Civic Orchestra, and given solo
performances at the Young Steinway Concert Series and the Waukegan Chamber
Music Society. As an orchestral player, he has appeared with the Chicago Philharmonic,
the Lake Forest Symphony, and the Skokie Valley Symphony, and previously served
as principal cello of the MYAC Symphony Orchestra. When he is not performing,
Ezra volunteers as a student mentor in the Midwest Young Artists Conservatory
Young Music Scholars program, which aids children without the financial means to
enroll in music lessons, and maintains a prolific output as a multigenre composer and
arranger. He also holds an administrative internship position at the People’s Music
School’s Uptown Academy program in Chicago.
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BEAR QUARTET

Rachel Call, violin (Provo, UT)
Ellen Hayashi, violin (Salt Lake City, UT)
Abby Smith, viola (Riverton, UT)
Benson Marshall, cello (Lehi,UT)

The Bear Quartet is part of the chamber program at the Gifted Music School in
Salt Lake City where they are coached by Anne Francis Bayless, Rainer Eudeikis and
Eugene Watanabe. The quartet has performed in masterclasses for Laurie Smukler
of the Juilliard School, the Horszowski Trio, and Sal Kardan and Micah Yui of the
Colburn School. In addition to the St. Paul competition, they were chosen to compete
in this year’s WDAVS, PCM and Fischoff competitions. In March of this year, they
were awarded the gold medal at the Pasadena Chamber Music Competition as well as
winning the Utah Symphony Youth Guild annual competition. They are generously
supported by grants from the Moody Foundation and the Dorothy and Richard Star-
ling Foundation. The members of the quartet are Rachel Call (violin), Ellen Hayashi
(violin), Abby Smith (viola), and Benson Marshall (cello).

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in C major, Op.76 No.3 “Emperor” - Il. Poco Adagio, cantabile
Mendelssohn: Quartet a minor Op.13 - 1. Adagjo - Allegro
Shostakovich: Quartet No.8, Op.110 - II. Allegro molto

Rachel Call, 16, is a recipient of the Dorothy and Richard Starling Foundation Scholarship studying
under the direction of Mr. Eugene Watanabe and a full scholarship student at the Gifted Music School
Conservatory. In September, Rachel performed a duet with the Utah Symphony, and played a full
concerto with the Salt Lake Symphony. Rachel has played with the Timpanogos Symphony, American
Fork Symphony, Utah Philharmonic Orchestra, Utah Valley Symphony, and previously with the Utah
Symphony in 2015. Rachel has performed at the Utah Symphony’s Youth Guild Recital four times, is a
two-time semi-finalist in the Blount-Slawson competition, is a two-time quarterfinalist at the Fischoff
National Chamber Competition, received honorable mention at the Coeur d’Alene National Young
Artists” Competition, was overall winner of the Stradivarius International Violin Competition Utah
division, and soloed at Carnegie Hall as winner of the International American Protégé Competition.
When time permits, Rachel enjoys hanging out with friends and sharing on social media.

Ellen Hayashi, 14, is in 9th grade at the American International School of Utah. She began violin at
six with Deborah Moench. Currently, Ellen is a Dorothy and Richard Starling Foundation Scholar
studying with Eugene Watanabe and a full scholarship student in the Gifted Music School Conserva-
tory in Salt Lake City, Utah, where she participates in Conservatory Orchestra and in the Bear Quartet.
Ellen made her orchestral debut at 10 with the Utah Philharmonic Orchestra. Since then, she has
won numerous competitions, performing with multiple orchestras in the state of Utah, including
the Utah Symphony. In 2016-2017, she won the junior division of the Utah MTNA Performance
Competition, was alternate in the Southwest Regional MTNA Competition, and competed in the
Quarter Finals of the Fischoff National Chamber Competition with the Olympus Quartet. Ellen
also is a two-time semi-finalist at the Blount-Slawson Young Artists Competition and a finalist at the
2018 Coeur D’Alene National Young Artists Competition. Ellen has participated in master classes
with artists including Stefan Jackiw, Arnold Steinhardt, Midori Goto, and Andres Cardenes. When
not playing violin or doing schoolwork, she likes being with friends, watching Netflix, doing art, and
snuggling with her dog Treble.

Abby Smith, 16, is a violin student of Eugene Watanabe, a viola student of Megan Mason and full
scholarship student in the Conservatory at the Gifted Music School in Salt Lake City, Utah.. Abby
recently won the Utah State 2017 MTNA Senior Division Performance Competition, received an
Honorable Mention at the MTNA Southwest Division Competition in 2018 and was awarded second
place in the Utah Stillman Kelley Performance Competition. In addition, Abby won the Junior Divi-
sion Utah Symphony Youth Guild competition in 2017, placed second in the 2017 MTNA Concerto
Competition, and has been a two time finalist in the Utah Symphony’s Salute to Youth competition.
In March 2018, at the invitation of Ballet West, Abby performed in the European premier of Peter
Merz’ “Sonder” in Berlin, Germany. This past year she was privileged to perform for violin greats
Andres Cardenes, Laurie Smukler, Ian Swensen, Wei He and Sitena Huang in masterclasses. Abby
performed with Rocky Mountain Strings from 2009-2015, including touring with them to Russia,
Estonia, and Latvia. Abby has also performed onstage with The Piano Guys and performed the
National Anthem at several Utah Jazz games

Benson Marshall, 16, is a student of Matthew Johnson and a full-scholarship student in the Con-
servatory at the Gifted Music School in Salt Lake City. Benson also travels monthly to Los Angeles
to take lessons with Clive Greensmith at the Colburn School. Benson began his study of the cello
at age four and first soloed with an orchestra when he was only eight years old. He was invited to
participate in the SYOA in Minneapolis both in 2010 and 2012. Recently, he was selected as a semi-
finalist in the Blount-Slawson competition and a finalist in the Utah Baroque Ensemble Competition.
Benson will attend the Meadowmount School of Music in New York this summer to study with
Hans Jorgen Jensen. In addition to his cello, Benson loves being in the outdoors and has a talent
for nature photography. This past summer he went on a twenty mile canyoneering trek through the
Zion’s Narrows and also hiked thirty miles to the top of King’s Peak.
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CALLISTO QUARTET
’ ﬁ

Yonjoo Seo, violin (Bolingbrook, IL)
Hannah Lin, violin (Rolling Meadows, IL)
Adele Lee, viola (Buffalo Grove, IL)
Rowena Bakke, cello (Buffalo Grove, IL)

Quartet Callisto is comprised of violinists Hannah Lin and Adele Lee, age 17, violist Yonjoo
Seo, age 17, and cellist Rowena Bakke, age 16. Hannah, a resident of Rolling Meadows, studies
at William Fremd High School in Palatine, Illinois. Rowena and Adele are students of Adlai
E. Stevenson High School, located in Buffalo Grove, Illinois. Yonjoo attends Neuqua Valley
High School of Naperville, Illinois. They are students of teachers violinist Desirée Ruhstrat and
cellist Richard Hirschl. Coached by David Cunliffe, Quartet Calisto has become of laureates
of the Discover National Chamber Music Competition and Fischoff National Chamber Music
Competition. They participate in the Midwest Young Artists Conservatory Chamber Music
Program of Highwood, Illinois, and the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra in Chicago, Illinois.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in f minor, Op.20/5 - 1. Moderato
Ravel: Quartet in F major - 1. Allegro moderato Tres doux
Bartok: Quartet No.2, Op.17 - Il. Allegro

Hannah Lin, 17, is a junior at Fremd High School in Palatine and studies violin with De-
sirée Ruhstrat. Hannah has won awards in the Chinese Fine Arts Society Competition,
the Walgreens National Concerto Competition, the CSO Young Artists Competition,
and the CYSO Concerto Competition. She has served as concertmaster for CYSO’s
Debut, Concert, and Symphony Orchestras, and currently serves as co-principal in
Symphony Orchestra. In the District 7 ILMEA orchestra and the Illinois All State
Honors Orchestra, she has served in principal positions. Hannah regulatly performs
violin at nursing homes, and outside of her musical endeavors, she is a news editor

of her school newspaper, a peer tutor, and a volunteer at her local hospital.

Adele Lee is a junior at Adlai E. Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, Illinois. She
has been playing the violin for thirteen years and is currently studying under Desiree
Ruhstrat. Adele was awarded first prize in the Walgreens National Concerto Com-
petition and has also received honorable mentions in the Musichorale Scholarship
competition and the Society of American Musicians competition. Adele has been a
member of the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra for three years and served as
principal player this past fall. Adele has also performed with the Piano Guys at Ravinia
Festival’s Pavilion and Chicago Theatre. Aside from music, Adele enjoys playing field
hockey and spending time with her friends and family.

Yonjoo Seo, 18, is a senior at Neuqua Valley High School in Naperville, Illinois. She
currently studies viola under the direction of Desiree Ruhstrat. In addition to her
chamber music activities, she has been a member of the Chicago Youth Symphony
Orchestra and Encore chamber orchestra and the Midwest Young Artists Orchestras.
She has participated in various musical activities in her community, including taking part
in the Chicago Youth in Music Festival and playing piano as a part of her volunteer
work at her local hospital. A national merit scholar, she participates in many activities

at her school, including her school’s Model United Nations and volunteer programs.

Rowena Bakke is 16 years old and lives in Buffalo Grove, IL. She is currently a
member of the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra, and she has been a member of
the Maxwell Street Junior Klezmer Orchestra and Midwest Young Artists Symphony
orchestra. Having played the cello since the age of five, she currently studies with
Richard Hirschl, cellist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Formetly she was a
student of Abbey Hansen at the Music Institute of Chicago. She has had the oppoz-
tunity to participate in masterclasses with Hans Jensen, Schmuel Ashkenazi, Charles
Castleman, and Stephen Balderston. She has been recognized on several occasions
in the Walgreens National Concerto Competition, including winning the early music
junior division category. Rowena enjoys reading, history, board games, and hanging
out with and playing chamber music with her four siblings.
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GENEVA STRING QUARTET

Daniel Wu, violin (Columbus, OH)
Kelly Gembara, violin (Powell, OH)
Elizabeth Macintosh, viola (Columbus, OH)
Isaiah Wu, cello (Columbus, OH)

The Geneva String Quartet was founded in the fall of 2016 at the Chamber Music
Connection (CMC) in Worthington, OH. Coaches include Artistic Director, Deborah
Price, Assistant Artistic Director, Stephanie Price-Wong, and a team of CMC’s associ-
ated faculty. Through CMC, Geneva has performed in masterclasses for the Calidore,
KASA, Hausmann, Cavani, Formosa, and Telegraph String Quartets, as well as for
Jeffrey Irvine, Hayley Wolfe, and Richard Marshall. Awards include First Prize at the
2017 Coltman National Chamber Music Competition, Honorable Mention at the 2017
Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition, First Prize in both the 2017 Junior
Division and 2018 Senior Division Ohio String Teachers Association Chamber Music
Competition. The groups name comes from Geneva, Switzerland where the quartet
traveled with CMC to participate in a Study & Performance Abroad Program this past
summer. This May, Geneva will perform in Alice Tully Hall fulfilling an opportunity
given to them as Ist Prize recipient of the 2017 Coltman National Chamber Music
Competition.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in D major, Op.76/5 “Largo” - V. Finale: Presto
Mendlessohn: Quartet in f minor Op.80 - 1. Allegro vivace assai
Caroline Shaw: Entracte

Daniel Wu (18), violinist, is a senior at Worthington Kilbourne High School in Ohio. He has
served as assistant concertmaster of both the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra and The
Ohio State University Symphony Orchestra. Daniel started violin at the age of six and cur-
rently studies with Mr. David Edge. His previous teachers include Mr. Oleg Pavlov and Ms.
Shadwa Mussad. As a soloist, Daniel won the Columbus Symphony Concerto Competition,
the New Albany Symphony Concerto Competition, and the OSU Concerto Competition and
performed with the Columbus Symphony Orchestra, the New Albany Symphony and the OSU
Symphony Orchestra respectively. He won the Mary Lane Memorial Violin Competition and
placed First in the Columbus Music Teachers Association Achievement Awards, the Women
in Music Columbus Young Artist String Competition, and the Worthington Young Musicians
Music Club Competition. In the future, he plans to major in Violin Performance at the Jacob’s
School of Music. In his spare time, Daniel enjoys playing soccer and volleyball playing on his
high school’s varsity team.

Kelly Gembara (18) began studying the violin in fourth grade, and started taking lessons with
Jonquil Thoms that same year. In the summer of 2013, Kelly studied at the Interlochen Center
for the Arts. She joined the Chamber Music Connection (CMC) in the summer of 2014, where
she is a recipient of the Chamber Music Columbus Scholarship Award. As an orchestral musi-
cian, Kelly participated in the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra for four seasons, serving
as concertmaster for three years. Through collaboration with CMC, she is a member of the
McConnell Arts Center Chamber Orchestra, Opera Project Columbus, and the Westerville
Symphony Orchestra. In the summer of 2017, she studied as a member of Geneva with artists
of the Caroga Lake Music Festival in Switzerland, and attended Point Counterpoint chamber
music camp. She serves as concertmaster of the Chamber Orchestra at Olentangy Liberty
High School, where she is a senior. She has also participated in OMEA Regional Orchestra
and All-State Orchestra the last four years. In the fall, Kelly will attend The Hartt School of
Music at the University of Hartford. In her free time, Kelly enjoys drawing, being outdoors,
spending time with friends, and going to events around Columbus.

Elizabeth Macintosh (18) began her musical journey at the age of four studying violin at Suzuki
Music Columbus with James Van Reeth. Her subsequent violin teachers include Douglas Locke
and Robert Firdman. In the fall of 2013 she began the switch to viola, now studying with
Deborah Price and Kirsten Docter at Oberlin. In second grade, Elizabeth joined the Chamber
Music Connection (CMC) and has been a Fellowship Student since 2014. She has performed in
masterclasses for violists Roland Vamos, Lisa Boyko, Catharine Carroll Lees, Lembi Veskimets,
Daniel Sweaney, and Jeffrey Irvine. Her summer studies include Stringwood Chamber Music
Camp; Cincinnati Young Artist Chamber Music Festival; Encore Quartet Intensive; Nyon,
Switzerland Chamber Music Study Abroad; Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival and an
Internship at the Caroga Lake Music Festival. She will be attending Madeline Island Chamber
Music for Strings this summer. Outside of her musical studies, Elizabeth enjoys baking.

Isaiah Wu (18) is an active, enthusiastic, and versatile musician studying and performing cello,
flute, and voice. Isaiah began studying cello at age 7 and currently studies with Wendy Morton.
As a cellist, Isaiah has won top prizes in several local solo competitions and has earned principal
chairs in local, regional, and state youth orchestras. Isaiah studies chamber music as a Fellow-
ship Student at the Chamber Music Connection where he is a member of the award-winning
Geneva String Quartet. A senior at Worthington Kilbourne High School, Isaiah has been cello
section leader in the orchestra, principal flutist and piccolo player in the top band, Drum Major
in the marching band, and tenor section leader in the top choir. Through these programs, he has
received numerous opportunities to participate in statewide honor band, orchestra, and choir
festivals. Outside of school, he is actively involved in his church where he serves as a worship
leader in the music ministry. Isaiah plans to study cello performance in college, and hopes to
eventually become a conductor.
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DAJ] QUARTET

Daniel Tai, violin (Hilliard, OH)
Anna Linder, violin (Westerville, OH)
Julian Tugaoen, viola (Westerville, OH)
Jackson Tomsic, cello (Delaware, OH)

DAJJ Quartet - The DAJJ Quartet was formed in Fall 2015 at the Chamber Music
Connection (CMC). The DAJJ Quartet consists of violinists Daniel Tai (15) and Anna
Linder (14), cellist Jackson Tomsic (17) and violist Julian Tugaoen (15). The name
DAJJ comes from combining the first letters of each member’s first name. The DAJJ
Quartet has worked with CMC guest artists including Jinjoo Cho, Dmitry Kouzov,
Peter Salaff, Erika Eckert, Hayley Wolfe, and Cavani Quartet. They have performed
in side-by-side residencies at CMC with the Neave Ttio, Dover, Calidore, KASA,
Hausmann, and Doric Quartets. The DAJJ Quartet was named the 2017 Grand Prize
winner of the Discover National Chamber Music Competition, won the Bronze
medal at the 2017 Saint Paul String Quartet Competition, and received an Honorable
Mention at the 2017 Ohio String Teachers Association Chamber Music Competition.
Recently, DAJJ received the 3rd Prize at the 2018 Coltman Chamber Music Competi-
tion in Austin, TX and 2nd Prize at the Ohio String Teachers Association Chamber
Music Competition in Columbus, OH. This May, DAJ] will travel to South Bend, IN
to compete in the quarter-finals of the 45th Annual Fischoff Competition.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in d minor, Op.76 No.2 “Fifths” - 1. Allegro
Beethoven: Quartet in f minor Op.95 “Serioso” - IV. Largetto-Allegretto
Shostakovich: Quartet No.10, Op.118 - II. Allegretto furioso

Daniel Tai (15) is a sophomore at Hilliard Darby High School at Hilliard, Ohio. He currently studies
violin with Ms. Jonquil Thoms. Daniel has been a participant at the Chamber Music Connection
based in Worthington, Ohio for over 5 years. He was a member in both the 2016 and 2017 Ohio
South-Central Regional Orchestras, and also an alternate for the 2017 Ohio All-State Orchestra.
Previous awards include first prizes at the Women in Music competitions in 2012 and 2014, Honor-
able Mention at the 2014 OMTA Buckeye Audition Competition, Finalist at both the 2016 and 2017
Columbus Symphony Concerto Competitions, Honorable Mention at the 2018 Columbus Symphony
Concerto Competition, and Honorable Mention at the 2018 New Albany Concerto Competition.
Outside of music, he is actively involved in his high school, as a Student Ambassador and a member
of the National Honor Society, Honors Chamber Orchestra, Sophomore Class Cabinet, Math club,
and tennis team. Aside from academic pursuits, Daniel enjoys biking, exploring new travel destina-
tions, swimming, and volunteering at COSI (Center of Science and Industry) in Columbus, Ohio,
where he is a Lead Volunteer and has currently amassed over 1100 hours in total.

Anna Linder began studying violin at the age of 5. She is currently 14 and in 8th grade at the Co-
lumbus Academy in Gahanna, Ohio. Anna joined Chamber Music Connection, under the direction
of Artistic Director Deborah Barrett Price, in 2013. Anna has had the opportunity of playing in solo
masterclasses with Rachel Barton Pine, Augustin Hadelich, Almita Vamos, Ryan Meehan and Karen
Kim. In January 2018, Anna earned an Honorable Mention in the New Albany Symphony Concerto
Competition and was a finalist in the Columbus Symphony Young Musicians Concerto Competition
in February 2018. She participated in the Green Lake Chamber Music Festival under the direction of
Tom Rosenberg during the summers of 2016 and 2017. Anna was Concertmaster for the Columbus
Symphony Youth Cadet Orchestra for the 2016-2017 season. She was Concertmaster for the Columbus
Symphony Youth Orchestra Chamber Strings during the 2015-2016 season and Concertmaster for
the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra Junior Strings in 2014-2015. Anna earned an Award of
Excellence in the Columbus Symphony Orchestra Junior Concerto Competition in 2014 and 2012.
She performed solo repertoire for the Columbus Symphony Orchestra Young Musicians Showcase
in 2012. Anna currently studies with Paula Korak. Outside of her love of violin and chamber music,
Anna earns top academic honors in her class. She enjoys her two dogs, flute, piano, running, and
spending time with family and friends.

Julian Tugaoen is the violist of the DAJJ Quartet. He has been homeschooled his entire life and is
currently a sophomore in high school. He first joined the Chamber Music Connection in 2nd grade,
where he was first exposed to chamber music. Last year, he was principal viola in the Columbus
Symphony Cadet Orchestra. Additionally, he is a violist in the New Albany Symphony Orchestra,
Opera Project Columbus, and the McConnell Arts Center Chamber Orchestra. His private teachers
and orchestra directors include Deborah Price, Robert Firdman, Mark Sholl, Luis Biava, Antoine
Clark, and Alessandro Siciliani. He plays on a viola that he crafted with his father, Justin Tugaoen,
in the spring of 2016. Outside of his quartet, Julian enjoys learning and playing music just for fun.
Apart from his viola, he has learned how to play six different instruments: violin, piano, acoustic
and bass guitars, ukulele, and saxophone. When not occupied with musical activities, Julian enjoys
drawing, cooking, making crafts, writing letters to friends, and simply spending time with family.

Jackson Tomsic, 17, began studying piano at the age of five and the cello at the age nine. Jackson
currently studies cello with Wendy Morton and piano with Janice Cook. For the past 7 years, he has
studied chamber music under the direction of Deborah Price at the Chamber Music Connection
(CMC), joining the fellowship program in 2016. Through CMC, Jackson has participated in many
side-by-side residencies and performances with professional quartets including Dover, Calidore, Jupiter,
Doric, and Cavani. Jackson is currently a Junior who also enjoys competing in varsity and club soccer.
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DYSANIA QUARTET

Eleanor Goes, violin (Evanston, IL)
Rachel Hsu, violin (Wilmette, IL)
Ezra Burca, viola (Round Lake, IL)

Jessie Hudson, cello (Glenview, IL)

Quartet Dysania is a new Midwest Young Artists group involving violinists Rachel
Hsu and Eleanor Goes, ages 17 and 18, violist Ezra Elad Burca, age 17, and cel-
list Jessie Hudson, age 17. Rachel attends New Trier High School in Wilmette, 11li-
nois. Eleanor attends Evanston Township High School in Evanston, Illinois. Ezra is
homeschooled in Round Lake, Illinois. Jessie attends Glenbrook South High School
in Glenview, Illinois. They are students of violinist Desirée Ruhstrat and cellist Hora-
cio Contreras. Under the coaching of Desirée Ruhstrat, Quartet Dysania attained
honorable mention in the 2018 Discover National Chamber Music Competition.
This group consists of members from the Midwest Young Artists program located
in Highwood, Illinois and Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra located in Chicago,
Illinois.

Competition Repertoire:
Haydn: Quartet in D major Op.20/4 - IV. Presto Scherzando
Beethoven: Quartet in D major Op.18/3 - II. Allegro con moto
Britten: Quartet No.2 - II. Vivace

Rachel Hsu is a junior at New Trier High School who has been playing violin for fourteen
years and currently studies violin with Desiree Ruhstrat. She has performed as a violin solo-
ist in 2015 Young Steinway Concert Series and has performed both violin and piano at the
Ravinia Pavilion for the Kraft Kids Concert Series in 2011 and again in 2015 with The Piano
Guys. She was the winner of 2009 and 2013 DePaul Concerto Festival for Young Perform-
ers, providing her with the opportunity to solo with the Oistrach Symphony Orchestra and
has been a finalist in the CYSO concerto competition in 2017 and 2018. Rachel became a
member of the symphony orchestra and encore chamber orchestra in Chicago Youth Sym-
phony Orchestras in 2013 and has since toured China in 2014 and central Europe in 2017,
performed with the Blue Man Group at the Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park in 2014,
performed with Third Coast Percussion at the Harris Theater in 2015, performed at the Chi-
cago Theater onstage with Ben Folds in 2015 and with the Piano Guys in 2016, performed
at the United Center during the halftime show at a Chicago Bulls game on two occasions in
2014 and 2015, and performed alongside Second City in 2015. She also joined the Filarmonica
Joven de Colombia along with the Lincoln Ttio and vatious soloists on their tour in Colombia
led by Dante Santiago Anzolini in 2016. In 2017, Rachel was the concertmaster of IMEA’s
All-State Honors orchestra and the following summer, participated in and was second violin
principal at Curtis’ Young Artist Summer Program and afterward traveled to and performed
in France as part of the festival Musique dans le Gers. She also performed in Carnegie Hall
as a member of the New York String Orchestra Seminar in 2017 under Jaime Laredo.

Eleanor Goes, 18, is a senior at Evanston Township High School and a student of Desiree
Ruhstrat. Beginning violin at the age of 5, she has won many awards throughout her musical
career, including placing first in the DePaul Concerto Competition, Society of American
Musicians competition, and the CYSO Concerto competition. Additionally, she has received
honorable mentions in the Chinese Fine Arts Society Young Artists competition, and the
Walgreens National Concerto Competition. She has performed in the Young Steinway Concert
Series, the Chicago Youth in Music Festival, and attended the White House Classical Music
Series. Currently one of the concertmasters, she has been a member of the Chicago Youth
Symphony Orchestra since 2012. Eleanor will be attending Vanderbilt University in the fall
where she plans on double majoting in molecular/cellular biology and violin petformance.

Ezra Burca is 17 years old, homeschooled, and started into violin at the age of 6, and
switched to viola in 2017. He is a student of Midwest Young Artist and studies with Desiree
Rushtrat. His past teachers were Elias Goldstein, Julia Fischer, Cyrus Forough. He played
for Del Sol quartet and Ashkenazi. Ezra has won honorable mention at Discover chamber
competition with Dysania quartet in 2018. He enjoys doing community projects, and helps
Trinity International orchestra, and Logos School of music. Aside from playing , Ezra likes
to travel and play soccer.

Jessie Hudson, age 17, is a senior at Glenbrook South High school located in Glenview, Illinois
She started playing the cello at age 9 with Gilda Barston, and is now studying with Professor
Horacio Contreras at the Music Institute of Chicago. She is a part of the Midwest Young
Artists Conservatory in Highwood, Illinois, is a multiple award recipient of the Society of
American Musicians Competition, and received honorable mention in the 2017 Walgreens
Competition.

31



